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MAYOR AND COUNCIL
ROCKVILLE, MARYLAND
Meeting No. 13-94
April 18, 1994
The Mayor and Council of Rockville, Maryland, convened in Worksession in
the Council Chamber, Rockville City Hall, 111 Maryland Avenue, Rockville, Maryland, on
April 18, 1994, at 7:40 p.m.
PRESENT
Mayor James F. Coyle
Councilmember Robert E. Dorsey Councilmember Rose G. Krasnow
Councilmember James T. Marrinan Councilmember Nina A. Weisbroth
In attendance: City Manager Bruce Romer and City Clerk Paula Jewell.
Re:  Worksession with Southern
Christian Leadership Conference,
Montgomery County Chapter

The Mayor and Council met with Chairman James Moone and other

representatives of the SCLC to discuss the following topics:

(A)  Metro Center Redevelopment - Mr. Moone questioned whether there had been
any further development on RCI’s affirmative action posture towards blacks and minorities.
Mayor Coyle noted that State funding for the renovations was secured a week ago, and when
actual construction activity began, RCI intended to go forward with their letter of intent to
follow an affirmative action posture in employing minorities in the construction and

redevelopment of Town Center.
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(B) Budget Issues - SCLC Computer Program  Citv staff has reviewed SCLC’s

budget requests and has been working with Data P~ v s vir, Dave Mays, on
pricing SCLC’s 94 requests [ woruputer equipmeai. M. koo o that his FY93
budget presentation did not recommead funding ‘or any outside agei» requests for

computer needs. In lieu of the i ..y »ierager’s recommendation, the Mayor and Council
were taking a global approach and iocking at individual requests to be addressed in other
ways. The City is moving away frore individual funding requests and looking at the larger
issues and determining goals for addressing the needs of all groups as a whole. Regarding
the SCLC’s requests for funding of $22,500 .- Loatii he current fiscal
year, SCLC reported that the average number of students in the standard classes was 10,
with approximately 15-20 students in the tutorial programs. Mr. Moone expressed a concern
about the lack of space in the Clinton AME Zion Church where classes were held, and he
noted that computers that weic not in use had to be locked away.

Councilmembe: Krasnow requested a brea’~"- wuch of the $22,500

was being used for costs such as computer hardw. «; and instructors.

(&)} Cultural Diversity_in the Workpiace - SCLC acknowledged that there may

have been a misinterpretation on their part regarding the City’s statistics on Affirmative
Action. SCLC will carefuily review the report and will meet wtn the City’s Personnel
Department if they have any further questions. Mr. Moone asked about the City’s training in

the
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areas of sensitivity and sexual harassment. Mr. Romer reported that all supervisors and staff
had received training in this area.

Councilmember Marrinan suggested that the City’s exit interviews were a good
mechanism for evaluating how well sensitivity training was working for managers. Mr.
Romer confirmed that the City’s exit interview process was designed to get at such issues.

(D) Access to Cable Channel - SCLC will discuss this when they meet with staff

about the Affirmative Action Plan. Mayor Coyle noted some of the recent successful
programs that Rockville Cable has produced on the topic of cultural diversity.

Re: Worksession with National
Chamber Orchestra

The Mayor and Council met with Piotr Gajewski who commented on the
following issues:

There is a need for continued funding for NCO. The NCO has a budget of
$260,000 and Mr. Gajewski explained that the orchestra needed subsidies to help pay a basic
wage to its musicians. The County has only allocated $76,000 for all the arts this year.

Mr. Gajewski reported that NCO had successfully raised $80,000 through corporate and
individual funding. The NCO is celebrating its 10th anniversary and was planning a gala
anniversary concert to take place on January 25, 1995. The NCO has developed the
following plans:

- a partnership with Richard Montgomery High School, working with their

orchestra to give lessons, practices and free tickets to students;
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:ancial support and the rest through in-kind services.)
May se +yis convnesiced that the Cultural Arts Commission would be bringing
..l a propesal o fooh i 4t the aits in the community and how to best support those arts.
in respor=e 10 Uninciimember Marrinan’s question, Mr. Gajewski explained

{1 decision not o change the orchestra’s name and said that the National Chamber Orchestra
i oerved the ity hestae 00 e " because of its
Cgd ohad Coonesia,

#Mayor Coyle commented that he was pleased to see the investments in the
community being made by NMCO. Councilmember Dorsey questioned whether NCO had
done any masozl oo diags . Mo Gajewski responded that although NCO would like 1o,
there was a prodless vith Lons who demand didi payceaie ..o ap front for this.
Mayor Coyle quesiivned whether there was any benefit to enlarging the seating capacity of
‘i Theatee in order v accommodate a third night for NCO concerts. Recreation and Parks
Uirector, Bui Haiti, oxpiacied that staff had looked into the idea of expanding the Theatre,

st foued tee e oo, fo doing so would be in excess of $1 m T s,
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Re:  Worksession with Hispanics United for
Rockville

The Mayor and Council met with Galo Correa and other representatives of
HUR and discussed the following issues:

Mr. Correa reported that HUR had been involved with the City in the
exchange of ideas for the Latino community. He also reported on activities that HUR has
been involved in:

- mechanical students have been repairing at no cost vehicles for HOC and other
needy families;
- HVAC students have been fixing units in the City during the Christmas in July

Program; and

- voter registration drives have been conducted for hispanic citizens

Mr. Correa noted the need for jobs for the students in HUR’s classes and the
need for classroom space, materials, equipment and furniture. Mr. Romer said that the City
had an inventory of furniture and equipment that might be donated, and he would discuss this
with Mr. Correa.

Mayor Coyle said he was pleased about HUR’s contributions to the
community. He said that the Mayor and Council were interested in looking at what the

needs were in the City’s diverse communities and would be looking for assistance from
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Mr. Corv . and et ivaders ¢a 2vs issue. Mayor Coyle also now .« the Mayor ani
Council +uld sctedule » visit ‘o HUR's headquarters in the near iubure

HUR Feoival - 9TIR 7as exueedy, a kerge urnout for the July 10, 1994 iestival.
Mr. Correa notaid ihai fus year, 1UR was organizing for better utilization of space for the
stage and vendors and vere also working closely with the City’s staff to address the parking

concerns and snicrcenient issues raised from last year’s festival,

Language as a Barrier

HUR recorted on an idea they developed to assist non-English speaking persons i
understanding “ne judicial process. It was noted that handouts prepared in Spanish and
English would e disiributed 1o local Police Departments to disburse to non-English speaxing

motorists who may be stopped for traffic violations

Re:  Adjournment
‘There “eing wo further business to come before the Mayor and Council, the

meeting was adjournei at 15:01 p.m_, to convene again in Ger==" " 5 at 7:30 p.m. on

April 25, 1994, or =i *he call of the Mayor.



